5 minute guide u

Fleas

What are fleas?

Fleas are the most common skin parasite of the cat. However, fleas will also feed and live on
many species such as dogs and rabbits, and will bite humans, causing small areas of
irritation.

How do | know if my cat has fleas?

Because fleas are tiny and move so quickly, it is hard to spot them. Often, the only telltale
signs are their droppings: red-brown to black comma-shaped specks. To check whether or
not these specks are flea dirt, place them onto damp tissue; if they dissolve, turning the
paper pink or red, they are. These will be found both on the cat as well as on his bedding.

How can fleas affect my cat?

Many cats are allergic to flea bites and can develop dermatitis (inflamed skin) through
excessive grooming. Skin may become raised, thickened and oozing. The cat is very itchy and
frequently scratches. Fleas are also a source of tapeworm infestation for cats.

How do I treat my cat for fleas?

All house cats should be treated for fleas. However, no treatment is effective unless the cat’s
environment is also cleared of both fleas and their eggs. It is essential to wash the cat’s
bedding, vacuum regularly and treat all areas to which the cat has access with a spray which
stops the larvae from developing and kills adult fleas. Flea control products include
powders, sprays, mousses, shampoos, spot-on products and flea collars. A flea comb can
also be used to remove adult fleas from cats and kittens. Ask your vet for advice.

What about kittens?

Kittens can become anaemic from flea bites. Mothers of nursing kittens should be treated for
fleas. Kittens can be treated with a powder (Head to Tail veterinary flea powder, Schering-
Plough Animal Health) from two weeks, or with spray (Frontline, Merial) from two days old.
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Please contact us—we’d love to hear from you!

Cats Protection is the UK’s oldest and largest feline welfare charity.
Every year, we rehome 60,000 cats and help 170,000 through our network
of 260 Branches and 30 permanent Shelters.

Phone our Helpline on 08702 099 099 or check out our
website on www.cats.org.uk for information about:

e Cat welfare

¢ Adopting a rescue cat or kitten

¢ The Cats Protection Branch or Shelter nearest you

e Cats Protection’s neutering scheme for cat owners on low incomes or benefits
e Volunteering

e Becoming a member or a supporter

e Our young members’ club, Cool Cats

e Receiving our primary or secondary schools pack (for teachers)

e Organising a tour or a talk for your group or school

e Entering our photographic competition

¢ Receiving any of our informative leaflets sent to you free-of-charge

e Giving a donation

-
| would like to support the work of Cats Protection by making a donation
| enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Cats Protection for £ ‘ ‘ OR
Please debit my VISA/MASTERCARD/DELTA/SWITCH (delete where applicable)
With the sum of £ ‘ ‘
Cardexpirydate: | | /[ | Jr[ | | startDate: | | |/ | /| | |
Cdtumber: | | | | | [ ][ P[P ]]
Switch cardholders only: Issue Number: l:“:|
Telephone number (inc. STD code): ‘ ‘
Signature: Date:
Complete this form or call 0800 917 2287 Lines open 9gam — 4.30pm Monday to Friday g

Please return this form to: Supporter Services, FREEPOST CATS PROTECTION.



